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Nibiru 2012: El Planeta X se acerca a la

~Aastronomers from the Minnesota

Tierra y ya es visible a simple vista
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Plusieurs médias en ont parlé ouvertement
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U5, und Duteh
technlclans
preparing the
Infrared
Astronomical
Satellite before s
launch last week.

Clues Get Warm in the Search for Planet X

By JOHN NOBLE
OMETHING  out

reaches of the known solar system seems o b

tugging nt Uranus and Neptune, Some gravita-

tional force keeps perturbing the two giant
planets, causing irregularities in their orbits. The force
suggests a presence fur away and unseen, a large object
that may be the long-sought Planet X.

Evidence assembled in recent years has [ed several
proups of AStronomers 10 renew the s oh for the Imh
planet, They are devoting more Hime to visual ohserva.
tions with the 200-inch telescope at Mount Palomar in
California, They are tracking two Pioneer spacecraft,
now approaching the orbit of distant Pluto, 1o see if vana-
tons in their trajectories provide clues to the source of the
mysterious force. And they are hoping that a satellite-
borne teleseope launched last week will detect heat “sig-

natures” from the planet, or whatever itis out there,

The Infrared Astronomical Satellite was boosted into
o S60-mile-hupgh polar orbit Tuesday night from Vanden.
bergr Abr Faree Base, Calif 1t represents an $80.million
wventure by the United . Hritda e the Nethers.
Laels. i the next six or seven months, the telescopee s ex-
pected to conduct a wide-ranging survey of nearly all the
sky, detecting sources not of ordinary light at of infrared
rachation, which is invisible to the human ey el Largely
absurbied by the atmosphere. Scientists thus hope that the
new telescope will chart thousands of infrared-cmitting
ahjects that have gone undetected — stars, intersteline
e lennds, spotds ol wath any luek, e obpect that palls
at Uri nid Nesptune

The last time a serious search of the skies wins made
it led to the discovery in 1930 of Pluto, the minth p
Hut the story beging more than a century before t
after the discovery of Uranus in 1781 by the Engl
tranomer and musician William Herschel, Until the

F

, the

planctary system seemed 1o end with Saturn,

As astronomers observed Uranus, noting irregulari.
ties in 18 orhital path, many speculated that they were
witnessing the graovitationad pull of anunknown plam 1
bepran e first plupetury searel bhased on astronomers”
predictions, which ended in the 1840's with the discovery
of Neptune almost simultaneously by English, French
and German astronomers.

it Neptune was not massive enough (o account en-
nirely fur the orbital behavior of Uranus, Indeed, Neptune
itsell seemed to be atfected by a still more remote planet,
In the late 19h contury, two Americnn astronomers il
T 1 Plekering ond Percival Lowell, predicted the size
and approximate location of the trans-Neptunian body,
which Lowell called Planet X.

Years later, Pluto was detected by Clyde W. Tom-
taugh working at Lowell Observatory in Arizona. Several
astronomers, however, suspected it might not be the
Planet X of prediction. Subsequent ohservations proved

them right. Pluto was too small to change the orbits of
Uranus and Meptune; the combined mass of Pluto and lts
recently discovered satellite, Charon, is only one-lifth
thut of FEurths meoon.

Recent caleulations by the Unlted Stutes Nuwval (b
servatory have confirmed the orbital perturhation exhab.
ited by Uranus and Neptune, which Dr. Thomas C. Van
Flandern, an astronomer at the observatory, says could
be explained by "*a single undiscovered planet.” He and a
colleague, Dr. Robert Harrington, calculate that the 10th
net should be two to five times more massive than
rth and have n highly elliptical orbit that takes it some
5 billion miles beyond that of Fluto — hardly next-door but
still within the gravitational influence of the Sun.

Some astronomers have reacted cautiously to 10th-
planet predictions. They remember the long, futile quest
for the planet Vulcan inside the orbit of Mercury; Vulcan,
it turned out, did not exist. They wonder why such a large
object as a 10th planet escaped the exhaustive survey by
Mr. Tombaugh, whe ds sure 1015 not in the twosthirds of the
sky he examined. But according to Dr. Ray T. Reynolds of
the Ames Research Center in Mountain View, Calf.,
ather astronomers “‘are 5o sure of the 10th planet, they
think there's nothing left but to name it.""

At a scientific meeting last summer, 10th-planet par-
tisans tended to prevail, Alternative explanations for the
o planet perturhations were offered, The something
ol Lhe some selentists snid, might bean een blinck
hole ur neutron star passing through the Sun’s vicinity.
Defenders of the 10th planet parried the suggestions, Ma-
terial falling into the gravitational field of a black hole,
the remains of a very massive star after its complete
gravitational collapse, should give off detectable X-rays,
they noted; an X.rays have been detected. A neutron star,
u less massive stnr that has collanpsed to o highly dense
state, should affect the courses of comets, they salid, yet
no such changes have been observed,

More credence was given to the hypothesis that a
“hrown dwarf* star accounts for the mysterious force.
This is the informal name astronomers give (o celestial
bodies that were not massive enough for their thermonu-
clenar furnnees to ignite: perhaps like the huge planet
Tuphter, they just missed being self-Aluminating sturs

Maost stars are paired, so it 1S not unreasonable to sug-
gest that the Sun has a dim companion. Moreover, a
brown dwarf in the neighborhood might aot reflect enough
light 1o he seen far away, said Dr. Juhn Anderson of the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena il Ts gravita.
tional forces, however, should produ rrry detectable
hy the Infrared Astronomical Satellite

Whintever the mysterious force, e i w brown dwarl
or a large planet, Dr. Anderson sadd he was “'quite opti-
mistic’” that the infrared telescope might find it and thia
the Pioneer spacecraft could supply an estimate of the ob.
ject’s mass. Of course, no ane can be sure that even this
discovery would define the osutermost boundary of the
solar system.

Article courtesy of www.redpro.com
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